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The study of skeletal material from the ancient cemetery of Kerameikos is part of a bigger
research program in the University of Athens for the study of the craniofacial complex, into
which, as an orthodontist, I am involved for many years now.

  

The eleven-year-old Myrtis was one of the thousands of anonymous victims of the horrible
plague that struck Athens in the first years of the Peloponnesian War. Her body was thrown
hastily into a rough grave that the authorities opened on one edge of the ancient cemetery of
Kerameikos, in order to bury the scores of people that lay dead in the streets of the city. Myrtis’
skull was found among the bones of many more men, women and children, victims of the
plague.

  

Her skull had been preserved in excellent condition and that was a spur to its remolding, so that
we could come today face to face with the past.

  

  

Her journey into time started on the 22nd May, 2006, when the research work “ DNA
examination of ancient dental pulp incriminates typhoid fever as the possible cause of the
Plague of Athens.
”, was announced to the academic community in the Great Hall of the University of Athens.

  

Since then she is travelling…

  

  

Next destination

  

 1 / 4

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16412683
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16412683
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16412683


Myrtis' journey
Wednesday, 13 October 2010 15:35 - Last Updated Saturday, 03 January 2015 12:35

  

  

  

  

  

Stop-overs:

  

December 14, 2013: Archaeological Museum of Karditsa

  

November 11, 2012: Archaeological Museum of Ioannina

  

June 24, 2012: Archaeological Museum of Delphi

  

January 20, 2012: PΙΟP, Museum of the Olive and Greek Olive Oil in Sparta

  

October 22, 2011: PIOP, Archaeological Museum of Volos

  

October 14, 2011: PIOP, Rooftile and Brickworks Museum N. &amp; S. Tsalapatas
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June 17, 2011: PIOP, Museum of Marble Crafts of Tinos

  

  

March 22, 2011: Muzeji i galerije Podgorice (Montenegrin)

  

January 14, 2011: Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki

  

September 13, 2010: National Archaeological Museum

  

July 1, 2010: Athens International Airport Elefterios Venizelos

  

June 19, 2010: International Exhibition EXPO 2010 in China

  

April 15, 2010: Goulandris Natural History Museum

  

April 9, 2010: New Acropolis Museum

  

  

September 8, 2006: 71st International Fair of Thessalonica

  

June 28, 2006: Zappeion Megaron

 3 / 4

index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=91&amp;Itemid=154&amp;lang=en
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=195:muzeji-i-galerije-podgorice-montenegrin&amp;catid=48
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=178:2011-01-24-16-02-56&amp;catid=48&amp;Itemid=225
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=99&amp;Itemid=146
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=98&amp;Itemid=145
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=97&amp;Itemid=144
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=96&amp;Itemid=143
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=95&amp;Itemid=142
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=94&amp;Itemid=141
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=93&amp;Itemid=140


Myrtis' journey
Wednesday, 13 October 2010 15:35 - Last Updated Saturday, 03 January 2015 12:35

  

May 22, 2006: Great Hall, University of Athens

            

The study of skeletal material from the ancient cemetery of Kerameikos is part of a bigger
research program in the University of Athens for the study of the craniofacial complex, into
which, as an orthodontist, I am involved for many years now.

  

The eleven-year-old Myrtis was one of the thousands of anonymous victims of the horrible
plague that struck Athens in the first years of the Peloponnesian War. Her body was thrown
hastily into a rough grave that the authorities opened on one edge of the ancient cemetery of
Kerameikos, in order to bury the scores of people that lay dead in the streets of the city. Myrtis’
skull was found among the bones of many more men, women and children, victims of the
plague.

  

Her skull had been preserved in excellent condition and that was a spur to its remolding, so that
we could come today face to face with the past.
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